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DECORATIVE^PHOTOGRAPHIC TILE AND METHOD OF USING SAME 


FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention pertains to decorative photographic tiles 
and methods of using such tiles to create a visual decor in 
commercial settings and displays. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

For years, commercial and retail merchandisers have 
attempted to visually enhance the surroundings of their product 
offerings through the use of attractive displays. For example, 
retail stores often set up displays to promote a particular product 
line or to promote sales for a particular season or holiday. For 
a fall clothing line, a store might set up a display of cornstalks, 
pumpkins, gourds, and bales of hay or a stack of leaves with a 
rake. To promote a line of swimwear, a display of sand, beach 
umbrellas and beachballs may be presented. To promote high quality 
products, expensive marble facings may be used, or Greek or Roman 
columns constructed . 

Attractive displays are effective tools in promoting the 
sale of products. These displays are frequently changed as new 
product lines and new seasons or holidays are promoted. Creating 
and maintaining appealing displays can be a very time-consuming, 
and expensive proposition. The appropriate props must be purchased 
and transported to the display site. In addition, removing and 
storing the displays presents further problems for the merchandiser 
in that certain items must be properly disposed of and storage 
space must be allocated for the display props. 

Additionally, apart from conventional floor tiling or 
decorative rugs, the floor space has not been utilized to visually 
enhance the commercial or retail setting or display. Prior to the 
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present invention there did not exist an effective way to enhance 
the decor utilizing the floor space. 

For a number of years commercial photography labs have 
created large format photographic prints for use in advertising. 
For example, large format photographic prints have been placed in 
wall displays attached to the walls of airport hallways to 
advertise particular products and companies. 

Also, large format ink prints have been used to make 
large scale posters. However, ink printing is very expensive and 
is usually only cost-efficient where very high volumes are 
involved. Furthermore, ink printing does not provide the high 
quality images which can be achieved through photography. As a 
result, photographic printing is far superior to ink printing where 
low volume and high quality products are desired. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to use 
photographic tiles comprising photographs of various objects to 
provide an effective way of enhancing visual decor in commercial 
settings. It is a further object of the invention to use 
photographic floor tiles to simulate articles and images to 
visually enhance commercial settings. It is a further object of 
the invention to use photographic floor tiles to provide images of 
products and company logos to enhance commercial settings. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention brings large format photography in the form 
of photographic tiles to the commercial setting to create a visual 
decor. The present invention is directed to large scale decorative 
photographic products and methods of using such products to provide 
visual decor for use in commercial settings. Use of photography in 
the form of photographic tiles is used to visually enhance the 
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physical surroundings. The photographic tiles are used to decorate 
the floors or columns of a particular setting and create a visual 
or simulated decor. 

The photographic floor tiles are intended to enhance the 
visual decor of commercial settings such as retail stores and 
displays, trade shows, showrooms, hotel lobbies or other commercial 
indoor public areas. The photographs used in the photographic 
tiles can be created using conventional or digital photography and 
can be photographs of objects such as inanimate, man-made, or 
naturally-occurring articles, indoor or outdoor scenes, computer- 
generated images, other photographs, or other camera ready art. 

The photographic floor tiles of the present invention may 
be used to create a simulated decor. For example, photographic 
floor tiles with life size photographs of naturally occurring 
objects such as sand, water, leaves, foliage, rock, or marble can 
be used to a create a simulation of those articles without actually 
having to use the articles themselves in the setting. A life size 
photographic floor tile of a sidewalk, rocky path, or a stream or 
pond, or the like can be used appropriately. Similarly, a beach or 
water setting could be simulated using the photographic floor 
tiles. Also, a marble floor could be simulated using photographic 
tiles made from a photograph of a marble floor. In this manner the 
photographic tiles create the illusion that the photographed item 
is actually present. 

Similarly, photographic floor tiles can be made from a 
photograph of a man-made or inanimate object. For example, a 
photographic floor tile can be made with a full-size photograph of 
a Persian rug to simulate that rug. In this manner, the 
photographic floor tile simulates the Persian rug which eliminates 
the cost of buying the rug, or worrying about the rug being 
damaged . 

The photographic tiles can also be used to decorate the 
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structural columns or posts in the commercial or retail setting. 
For example, a photographic tile made from a life size photograph 
of a Roman column could be placed on the structural column to 
create a simulated Roman column. Similarly, a photographic tile 
made from a photograph of marble could be placed on the structural 
column to create a simulated marble column. 

Photographic floor tiles may also be used to provide 
large format images of a product or company logo. For example, a 
photographic tile using an oversized photograph of a perfume bottle 
or company logo can be placed on the floor of a commercial or 
retail setting to visually promote a particular perfume or a 
particular company's products. 

Photographic floor tiles can also be arranged in such a 
manner to simply form a visually appealing pattern. For example, 
alternating photographic floor tiles of sand and water can be 
arranged to create an appealing pattern. 

The photographic product consists of a photographic floor 
tile which can be made as a lamination of a photographic print 
between a clear vinyl layer on top and a self-adhesive peel-away 
backing material on the bottom. The photographic tiles can come in 
a wide variety of sizes from small sizes up to 48" x 16' sections, 
depending upon the application. A visual or simulated decor using 
the photographic tiles can consist of a single tile or a plurality 
of tiles used in combination. In a combination of tiles, a number 
of photographic tiles can be laid together to form a single image 
or a number of photographic tiles containing different images can 
be laid together to form a visually appealing pattern. 

Because of its lower quality images and higher cost, ink 
printed images are not a viable alternative for the photographic 
tiles of the present invention. The photographic tiles of the 
present invention are typically used where a low volume of tiles is 
desired and a very high quality print is desired. As a result. 
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tiles using ink printed images would be prohibitively expensive and 
of an inferior quality. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a side view of a photographic tile. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a photographic tile. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a commercial setting 
wherein photographic tiles have been used to create a visual decor. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a commercial setting 
wherein photographic tiles have been used to create a visual decor. 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 
As shown in Figure 1, a digital or conventional 
photographic image 3 is printed onto Kodak DURAFLEX RA print 
material using conventional photographic reproduction techniques. 
The photographic negative is enlarged using a Model 810H enlarger 
made by Fotar Inc. Using the Fotar Model 81 OH enlarger and the 
Kodak DURAFLEX RA print material it is possible to make very large 
photographic tiles up to 48" x 16 ' in size. DURAFLEX RA is similar 
to Kodak EKTACOLOR materials except that it is coated on a durable 
nine millimeter thick white-pigmented thick-based polyester that 
provides for exceptional durability. The clear vinyl layer 2 is a 
durable five millimeter thick vinyl. The clear vinyl layer is 
"Lustex 5" over laminate from the Permaflex Permacolor product 
series of Mactac, Inc. of Stow, Ohio. "Lustex 5" is coated with a 
pressure sensitive adhesive on one side. 

The photographic image 3 is over- laminated with the clear 
vinyl layer 2 using a conventional pressure intensive rolling 
process. 

A self-adhesive backing material 4 is a pressure 
sensitive mounting film. The backing material 4 is Sealeze 
Printmount made by Seal Products, Inc. The backing material 4 is 




laminated to the underside of the photographic image 3 using a 
conventional pressure intensive rolling process. The backing 
material 4 has a peel-away release liner 5 which is removed by the 
customer at the time of installation. 

As shown in Figure 2, the end result is a photographic 
tile 1 which is a very durable material that is suitable for 
flooring and is easily installed and also easily removed. The 
photographic tiles may be affixed directly to the existing floor of 
a commercial setting, even if the floor is carpeted or already 
tiled. 

As shown in Figure 3, a commercial setting 6 is depicted 
wherein simulated marble columns 7 and 8 have been created by 
affixing photographic tiles comprising photographs of marble to 
structural columns 9 and 10, said tiles comprising substantially 
life size photographs of marble. Also shown in Figure 3 is 
photographic floor tile 11 which is affixed to the floor 12 to 
create a simulated 4' x 8" Persian Rug. The floor tile 11 
comprises a substantially life size photograph of a Persian rug. 
In this manner, the photographic floor tile 11 creates the illusion 
that the object of the photograph is actually present. 

As shown in Figure 4, a commercial setting 13 is depicted 
wherein a photographic floor tile 14 comprising a photograph of a 
large perfume bottle is placed on the floor 15 to create a large 
scale visual image of a perfume bottle. Also shown in Figure 4 is 
photographic floor tile 16 containing a photograph of a company 
logo which is used to create a large scale visual image of the 
company logo. In this manner, photographic floor tiles using 
photographs of objects that are larger than life size may be used 
to create a visually appealing decor. 

While the photographic tiles can be constructed from 
substantially life sized photographs of a particular image or 
article to create a simulation of that image or article, a less 




than lifesize photograph of a particular article or image may also 
be used to create a visually appealing decor. For example, a 
photograph of an automobile which is not life size may be placed on 
the floor of an auto showroom to provide a visually appealing 
promotion of that automobile. 

The present invention envisions the use of photographic 
tiles that contain enlarged photographs of all types of different 
objects. Examples of such objects may include man-made, inanimate, 
or naturally-occurring articles, such as sand, water, rocks, 
foliage, leaves, etc. , works of art, other photographs, indoor and 
outdoor scenes, other visually appealing scenes, company products 
and logos, computer-generated images, or other camera ready art. 
In addition, the present invention envisions the use of 
photographic tiles wherein the object of the photograph has been 
enlarged to less than life-size, to substantially life-size, or to 
substantially larger than life-size depending on the particular 
application or intended effect. 

Although the invention has been disclosed with regard to 
the preferred embodiment, this has been done for illustrative 
purposes and is not intended to limit the scope of the claims. For 
instance, photographic floor tiles could be provided on a rigid 
base or laminated over conventional floor tiles. Furthermore, the 
photographic floor tiles could be provided without a self-adhesive 
peel away backing and affixed using conventional adhesives. 
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